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European Law

Are we:

European Courts 
- or -

Courts in Europe?



Organization of European Law 

knowledge within the judiciary

• How is it organized in The Netherlands?



Project Eurinfra

1999: Mr. Arjan Meij (Judge at the Court of Justice of the European Union) expressed 

his concerns about the equipment of the Dutch judiciary on the field of European 

Law. 

This was taken up by the House of Representatives.

2000: a budget became available for the ‘project Eurinfra’. This project was aimed at 

strengthening the knowledge of European Law within the judiciary. 

2000-2004: the Council for the Judiciary proceeded with Eurinfra.



How to find your way?

Where to start?

lntegrated approach

CHALLENGES 

European Law: “too much, too far, (too) complicated?”



What are the goals of the project 

Eurinfra?

1) To improve the accessibility of the sources of knowledge in the field of European 

Law.

2) To improve the knowledge of the Dutch judiciary of European Law.

3) To establish and maintain a cross-border network of court coordinators European 

Law. 



1) To improve the accessibility of the sources of 

knowledge in the field of European Law.



European Courts 
databases:

HUDOC CURIA

ECtHR: 
HUDOC

CJEU: 
CURIA

Not always the most accessible/easy to use

But: are improving > guidelines/factsheets

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"documentcollectionid2":["GRANDCHAMBER","CHAMBER"]}
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/recherche.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&jge=&td=;ALL&jur=C,T,F&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%2CC%2CCJ%2CR%2C2008E%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2Ctrue%2Cfalse%2Cfalse&language=en&avg=&cid=13582250


Making 
information 
accessible 
for Dutch 

judges/court 
clerks

Using 
databases:      

- Hudoc
(ECHR)

- Curia (CJEU)

Journals with 
annotated 

judgments / 
newsletters

Wiki Juridica

Courts’  Knowledge 
portal (MKO)

Training

Knowledge 

Court coordinators European Law



Journals with annotated judgments / 

newsletters





Internal source of the Regional Court Zeeland-West-Brabant:

Courts knowledge portal (MKO) 

1 general MKO European Law + per legal area



2) To improve the knowledge of the Dutch 

judiciary of European Law.



Specialised Training/courses

SSR

EJTN

EIPA

ERA

SSR: Judicial 
training institute

• More than 80 
different courses

• All branches of 
law

• For general and
special 
audiences: 
judges (1st/2nd 
instance), 
prosecutors, 
court clerks

Universities/training 
institutes

• University of 
Amsterdam, 
Eggensinstituut

• Radboud 
university
Nijmegen 

• OSR juridische 
opleidingen

• Leiden University

• ..and many more

Courses in Europe

https://ssr.nl/zoeken/?q=europees+recht
http://www.ejtn.eu/en/
https://www.eipa.eu/
era%20trier
https://ssr.nl/zoeken/?q=europees+recht


Knowledge sharing, using modern technology:

-> colleagues provide online presentations for

their peers (in collaboration with SSR)

Example:

"Key issues to  

remember when  

drafting a

preliminary  

reference  

to the ECJ"

(11 minutes)

de Rechtspraak



Theme day about European Law 

en exchange with Belgian 

colleagues 2026
Full day of 

- exchange with Belgian colleagues, how to deal with cross border issues, share 

knowledge

- lectures for the full legal staff of the Regional Court of Zeeland-West-Brabant.

For all legal area’s. The lectures are easy to attend and very accessible with each 

session lasting just 45 minutes



3) To establish and maintain a cross-border 

network of court coordinators European Law. 



The cross-border network of court 

coordinators European Law

Goal of the network: to make better use of the knowledge on European law within 

the judiciary by improving the mutual cooperation.  

How?: setting up a network of court coordinators European Law at every judicial 

body.

What are the duties of a court coordinator European Law?

In short: a knowledge broker

Meaning:

• Contact point for al internal questions relating to European Law.

• Taking initiative for training in the field of European Law.

• Keeping an eye on relevant developments within the field of European Law and 

keeping everyone up to date.

• Keeping contact with colleagues at all judicial bodies.



Court coordinators at all:

• 11 Regional Courts
• 4 Courts of Appeal
• 3 Administratieve High 

Courts
• 1 Dutch Supreme 

Court



Teamsite of the network of court 

coordinators European Law





Exchange with other 

countries/networks

Examples:

Seminar at the Dutch Supreme Court with the judges from Luxemburg and 

Strasbourg.

Study visits with all Dutch court coordinators European Law to another European 

country/institution.

Invitation from Luxemburg: Forum for all European judges.



Similar networks?

Different countries have similar networks. How is it organized in your country?



Your experience? 

Good practices?

Less good practices?
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