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SPANISH JUDICIAL 
NETWORKS

The Spanish Judicial Network for
International Judicial Cooperation.

The Network of Specialists in European
Union Law.



INSPIRING THE NETWORK

Dámaso Ruiz-Jarabo, former 
Spanish Advocate General in 
the European Court of Justice

Spanish Council for Judiciary: 
on 17 May 2006 set up the 

Spanish Judicial Network on 
European Union Law (Red de 
Especialistas en Derecho de 

la Unión Europea-REDUE)



REGULATION 
OF THE 
REDUE

Regulation n.º 1/2018, September 27th 

• Civil Law (Consumer Law, Area of Freedom, 
Security & Justice – Civil Cooperation)

• Commercial Law (Competition, IP, Industrial & 
Commercial Law)

• Criminal Law (Area of Freedom, Security & 
Justice – Criminal Cooperation)

• Administrative Law (and Tax Law)
• Social Law (Labour & Social security)
• General aspects of EU Law

It works in divisions:



COMPOSITION

• 18 Judges: 3 MEMBERS EACH
• Civil: 3
• Commercial: 3
• Criminal: 3
• Administrative: 3
• Social: 3
• General: 3

• National functions

• Coordinator (2 years, renewable)



SELECTION

• Period of 5 years, renewable for successive periods
of 5 years, by the Permanent Commission of the
General Council of the Judiciary.

• Selection process: Based on the principles of
publicity, equality, merit and capacity, balanced
presence of men and women.

• Profile of candidates: 
• members of the judicial career
• provided at least 3 years of service
• active and exercising jurisdictional functions

• Requirements:
• mastery of foreign languages
• the knowledge, experience and direct

involvement in the field of European Union Law.



LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP

• Membership of the network will be lost upon:
• Expiration of the mandate, unless renewed, 
• Resignation or, 
• at any time, by duly Reasoned Agreement of the Permanent

Commission of the General Council of the Judiciary.
• Change of jurisdiction: unless the Permanent Commission of the

General Council of the Judiciary agrees otherwise, taking into
account the concurrent circumstances.



BENEFITS

• The activity of the members of
the networks will be computed
for productivity purposes in the
terms determined by the General 
Council of the Judiciary.



DUTIES

Network members must participate in TRAINING ACTIVITIES on EU law, 
and languages, as well as in periodic meetings organized by the
International Relations Service.

They will keep their personal identification data and their postal and 
email addresses UPDATED and available to the General Council of the
Judiciary.



DUTIES

The designation as a member of one of the networks will NOT ENTAIL THE 
RELIEF of the jurisdictional functions attributed in the destination served.

If providing advice or mediation in a specific case COULD COMPROMISE 
IMPARTIALITY in the exercise of judicial functions regarding the matter in 
question: will inform the International Relations Service to solution.



FUNCTIONS OF REDUE



FUNCTIONS
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FUNCTIONS



HOW DOES IT 
WORK?

An annual meeting organized by the 
International Relations Service will be 

sought.



INFORMATION IN 
THE WEBSITE



INFORMATION IN THE WEBSITE –MEMBERS DIRECTORY



INFORMATION IN THE 
WEBSITE –

PRELIMINARY 
RULINGS

- Information about the procedure of 
Preliminary Rulings

- Examples of Preliminary Rulings (by 
jurisdiction)

- Database of Spanish Preliminary 
Rulings

- REDUE informs



FUNCTIONS ON PRELIMINARY RULINGS

Tasks developed

To promote references for preliminary 
rulings

To give European information regarding 
judges through the Judicial 
Documentation Service

To facilitate European training through 
the Spanish Judicial School

Promoting references for a 
preliminary ruling

Formally through the Network

Informally through personal contacts 
of each member of this Network

Official website  intranet 
www.poderjudicial.es

Automatic application requesting 
information

Practical notes about the proceedings 
in the references for a preliminary 
ruling

Data base on those references that are 
pending and those that already have 
been answered





Spanish 
database of 
preliminary 

rulings



Inquiry form



Alerts on EU 
Law & Case 

Law – REDUE 
INFORMS



Alerts of Preliminary 
Rulings (on e-mail)



STUDIES & REPORTS



INFORMATION IN THE WEBSITE – REDUE ACTIVITY



FUTURE FUNCTIONS

• The International Judicial 
Assistance Handbook is a web-
based tool (constantly updated) 
that offers Judges, Prosecutors, 
Court Clerks and other legal 
professions a simple and agile tool 
or guide to answer questions that 
may arise when international 
elements are present in a civil or 
criminal process.

• To participate in the update of the 
PRONTUARIO, with the alerts of EU 
Law and Case Law.







CONCLUSION

Nothing regarding the 
European Court of 
Justice or the European 
Union Law would be 
unfamiliar to judges

01
Implication of all 
jurisdictions and all 
judicial levels, including 
the Constitutional Court 
and the Supreme Court

02
Specialization within 
each jurisdiction: 
extraordinary impact of 
the European Union Law 
in Spain

03
A comprehensive 
approach to the 
interpretation of the 
European Union Law

04



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION
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